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SUMMARY

The SWAY AM portal has significantly contributed to the enhancement of online education in India by
providing a platform for quality, affordable, and accessible learning opportunities. It has empowered learners
across the country to pursue their academic and professional goals, irrespective of their geographical location or
background. the SWAYAM portal stands as a pioneering initiative that has revolutionized the landscape of
online education in India. By offering a diverse array of high-quality courses across various disciplines, it has
democratized access to education, breaking down barriers of geography, affordability, and traditional
constraints. Its commitment to flexibility, interactivity, and continuous improvement has not only empowered
learners of all ages and backgrounds but also fostered a culture of lifelong learning. As a collaborative platform
that bridges the gap between academic institutions and eager learners, SWAYAM epitomizes the trans-
formative potential of technology in democratizing education and shaping the future of a knowledge-driven
society.

INTRODUCTION

In today’s fast paced world, online education has become a game-changer, and SWAYAM (Study Webs
of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds) is at the forefront of this revolution. It is a government initiative
that was launched on 9 July, 2017 for promoting and increasing the online learning. The word "self" is Swayam
in both Hindi and Sanskrit. The name "SWAYAM" comes from the fact that the gateway was created to allow
students to engage in self-directed or self-inspired learning. The Swayam portal was launched under the
Government of India's Digital India campaign, which focuses on harnessing the power of technology to
transform various sectors, including education. By leveraging digital platforms, Swayam aims to democratize
education and accredit learners to acquire knowledge at their own swiftness and convenience. It is an incredible
platform that offers a wide range of courses from top-notch institutes and renowned and faculty members. It
covers diverse subjects, from science and technology to humanities and arts. It was initiated with the vision of
bridging the educational gap and providing learning opportunities to those who may not have easy access to
traditional classrooms. It is primary aim to make quality education accessible to all individuals across India,
regardless of their location or financial background. To ensure the smooth functioning and effective
implementation of Swayam, the portal has a network of national coordinators. It is designed to achieve the three
cardinal principles of Education Policy that are access, equity and quality assisted by 9 national coordinators
which are IGNOU, IIMB, NITTTR, CEC, NCERT, NIOS, AICTE, NPTEL and UGC. These coordinators work
in collaboration with various universities, institutions, and organizations to curate and deliver high-quality
courses. They play a crucial role in maintaining the integrity of the courses and ensuring that learners have a
seamless learning experience.

National coordinators:
In order to improve the quality of education, SWAYAM has 9 coordinators and they are:
NIOS (National Institute of Open Schooling) helps in school education.
NCERT (National Council of Educational Research and Training) for school education.
IGNOU (Indira Gandhi National Open University) for out-of-school students.
NPTEL (National Program on Technology Enhanced Learning) covers Engineering.
IIMB (Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore) covers management studies.
CEC (Consortium for Educational Communication) helps in under-graduate education.
AICTE_(All India Council for Technical Education) covers self-paced and international courses.
NITTTR (National Institute of Technical Teachers Training and Research) covers the Teacher Training
program.
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e UGC (University Grants Commission) covers non-technical post-graduation education.
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Courses:

There are five types of courses:

Certificate - to improve your skill set

Diploma- to improve your employability

PG - to master your skill

School - for those who have not completed their school yet.
UG - to acquire specialization

Course Catalog:

e Annual Refresher Program in teaching
NPTEL Domain
Maths and Science
Teacher Education
Architecture and Planning
Engineering and Technology
Management and Commerce
Humanities and Arts
Law
School

Beneficiaries of SWAYAM:
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The initiative of SWAYAM is available all across the country. The beneficiary includes:

e Students studying in class 9th to post-graduation.

e Students belong to streams such as science, engineering, arts, commerce, performing arts, humanities, law,

agriculture, medicine, etc.

e Students in Afghanistan — In 2019, the central government allowed students and faculty of Educational

Institutions in Afghanistan to enroll in and use the SWAYAM MOOC Courses.
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Scope:

The SWAY AM shall cover the following:

e Comprehensive course content spanning various fields like arts, sciences, commerce, performing arts, social
sciences, humanities, engineering, technology, law, medicine, and agriculture at the higher education level.

e Modules for grades 9-12 in school education, designed for teacher training and providing learning tools to
students. These modules aim to enhance understanding of subjects and prepare students for competitive exams
for entry into professional degree programs.

e Courses focused on skill development, encompassing both post-secondary school skills typically associated
with polytechnics and skills certified by sector-specific councils from different ministries.

e Advanced curriculum offerings and professional certifications unified within the higher education framework.
These can be customized to align with the Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) currently in use for
undergraduate programs in India.

e Course offerings tailored for lifelong learners to cater to their diverse educational needs and interests.

e Standalone courses that are not part of any formal curriculum, designed for raising awareness, continuing
education, or training in specific skill areas.

Advantages:

e All Indians can learn for free on SWAYAM, but they must pay for a certificate.

e The SWAYAM is specifically designed for the Indian context and works in tandem  with official education
in India.

e The Prior to SWAYAM, students could only access top-tier teachers at certain universities and colleges in
India, such as 11Ts and I1Ms. Now, however, students can access these experts from anywhere in the nation.

e The classes will enhance the initiative, Skill India.

e At the same criteria are used to evaluate learner quality at the national level, thus the outcomes will be the
same. This would help to maintain India's educational standards.

e The government will use its limited resources to provide the people with high-quality education at the lowest
feasible cost.

Limitations:

Quality Consistency: Course content on Swayam may differ in terms of quality and consistency because it is
created by different faculty members and institutions. While some courses might be informative and well-
structured, others might not be equally comprehensive or clear.

Limited Interactivity: Although the platform offers discussion boards and multimedia information, the degree
of interaction and engagement might not be equal to conventional classroom environments. Missing out on face-
to-face interactions with teachers and practical experience.

Infrastructure and Accessibility: Access to high-speed internet and modern computing devices is essential for
effective learning on the Swayam portal. However, not all students across India have access to these resources,
limiting the reach of the platform.

Recognition and Acceptance: While Swayam offers certifications upon course completion, the recognition and
acceptance of these certificates by employers and academic institutions may vary. Some employers or
universities may not consider these certificates equivalent to traditional degrees or qualifications.

Course Updates and Relevance: The rapidly changing nature of many fields and disciplines requires regular
updates to course content and materials. However, updating courses on the Swayam portal may not always be
timely, leading to potential gaps in knowledge or outdated information.

Assessment and Evaluation: Ensuring fair and effective assessment in online courses can be challenging. While
Swayam uses various assessment methods, ensuring the integrity and credibility of evaluations, especially in
large-scale online courses, can be a concern.

Motivation and Engagement: Online learning requires self-discipline, motivation, and a high level of
engagement from learners. Some students may find it challenging to stay motivated and engaged without the
structure and support of traditional classroom environments.
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